
A Guide for Minnesota Undocumented Students
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Dear Students and Allies,                 March 23, 2011

NAVIGATE has faced many changes in the last four years. We begun with just five students and today we 
involve hundreds of people through college access presentations, fellowships, networking meetings, our 
website, and our participation in events with immigrant and other communities in dozens of Minnesota 
cities. And we keep growing.

When NAVIGATE was founded in 2007, as undocumented students and allies, we wanted to share our 
experiences collectively so that other students who are undocumented did not feel as discouraged, 
especially because of the national and local rampant anti-immigrant sentiment. The idea became to create 
a "guide." It really was a collection of thoughts and personal experiences—experiences that were hard 
lived, discouragement confronted, and ultimately, excitement and success in everyone reaching college.

It is very exciting to bring this guide to fruition. We thank the countless people and organizations 
supporting this effort. Our hope is that more and more undocumented students and their peers see 
higher education as an attainable dream. Remember: college is possible.

An undocumented student said: "Start preparing now. Ask questions. Don't let others tell you that you 
can't. Everyone has the right to pursue a higher education."

You will find this kind of encouragement, along with very useful, MN focused, and detailed information in 
this guide for MN undocumented students.

We hope that the addition of this timely guide to our resources benefits more students as we continue to 
advocate for fairer policies in Minnesota and the nation. We look forward to hearing from you if you have 
further questions or wish to become involved with NAVIGATE.

Juventino Meza
Executive Director 
www.navigatemn.org
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We, NAVIGATE members, are a group of individuals that have walked this path 
of going to college with other students successfully.  Many of us are students 

like you, just slightly further along in our journey. 

Our purpose in developing this guide and the materials on our website is so that 
Minnesota undocumented students in pursuit of higher education have accurate, 

accessible, high-quality information to make good choices about college. 

You are not alone. There are many undocumented students – an estimated 
80,000 undocumented immigrants turn 18, 16-20% fail to complete high 
school. This does not include students that don’t reach the point of high 

school graduation. And only 5% go on to college. Our goal is to help more 
undocumented Minnesota students pursue and graduate from higher education 
– that means we are motivated to get you into college and a good fit for you. 

Why? Because it’s the best way to develop leadership and advancement within 
immigrant communities. We want a world with equal opportunity for higher 

education. We want social justice and a bridge for advancement for those that 
come after us. We want you to succeed, too, and build that bridge wider still. 

School has become my second home.  
I think if you were to stop and look around you would see 

that there are people who are willing to help.
“

”

Need a place to start?
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Part 1: An Introduction

The problem NAVIGATE is addressing? There is a lot of 
conflicting information out there about the college process 
for an undocumented student. What makes your college 
application process different from your peers?

College and scholarships applications usually inquire 
about immigration status and citizenship. Undocumented 
immigrant students are not “residents” or citizens of the 
US, but they live in the US (and sometimes have for most 
of their lives).  These become confusing questions that 
discourage undocumented students.  The reality is there 
are ways to navigate through these questions productively.

Finding the right fit of a college financially is not the same 
as for citizens.  For example, many public colleges in 
Minnesota charge the (more expensive) nonresident tuition 
rate.  Undocumented students find barriers at some public 
institutions and need to be careful about their selection of 
school in a different way than citizens do.

Undocumented immigrants are not eligible for federal or 
state financial assistance (i.e. FAFSA).  Many common 
scholarships ask for proof of legal immigration status or 
citizenship. Yet there are interested people and programs 
out there to help you.

Sometimes the information available for undocumented 
students comes from California or Chicago-based 
information guides.  The state laws in Minnesota are 
currently quite different from these states.  There are 
significant differences about how undocumented students 
and other foreign nationals seek higher education.

Start preparing 
now.  Ask questions.  
Don’t let others tell 
you that you can’t!  

Everyone has a right 
to pursue higher 

education.

“

”

Need a place to start?
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Part 1: An Introduction

Federal law does not 
prevent admission 
of undocumented 
students to post-

secondary institutions, 
nor does it require 

proof of citizenship or 
immigration status for 

enrollment.
 – MN Advocates for 

Human Rights

Education is 
going to last as 
long as you live. 
Every day when 

you wake up, 
you’re going to 
be that person.

Since I was a little 
girl I always wanted 
to go to college. My 

coach from Admission 
Possible helped me. 
Never give up and 

never let go.

Need a place to start?

“ “ “

””
”

We challenge you to make it a reality for yourself.  We support your 
efforts. Don’t be afraid to contact us with more questions via our 
website at www.navigatemn.org or email team@navigatemn.org
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You are undocumented if...

An undocumented student is a foreign national who: 

1. Entered the U.S. without inspection or with 
fraudulent documents; 

      or 

2. Entered legally as a nonimmigrant but then 
violated the terms of her/his status and remained 
in the U.S. without authorization (as defined by the 
National Immigration Law Center).  

Undocumented students today were usually brought 
to the United States by their families as children.
Many college-bound undocumented students:
- have lived in the U.S. most of their lives
- were brought to the U.S. by parents/guardians at a 
young age
- learned English and consider themselves American
- attended elementary, middle, and high school in 
the U.S.
- excelled academically in high school and wish to 
pursue a college education
- currently lack a way to become legal residents or 
citizens in the U.S.

 (www.E4FC.org)

NOTE

If you were born in the 
U.S., but your parents are 

undocumented, YOU are NOT 
undocumented; you are a U.S. 
citizen and most of this guide 

does not apply to you. 

If you are here on a valid travel 
visa or an unexpired student 
visa, then you are NOT an 
undocumented student.  In 

this situation you would apply 
as an international student to

colleges within the U.S.

If you still have questions 
about college, feel free to 

contact us. We could be able 
to work with you if you wish 

to pursue college.

Access to the facts
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Everything –the ACT forms, college applications, 
FAFSA, and scholarships – are asking for a social 
security number.   What do I do about that?

Often the biggest hurdle for college-bound undocumented 
students is financial.  It is very important to demonstrate 
financial need to colleges that can offer private scholarship 
money or reduced fees, or private scholarship programs.  Based 
on current government policies, undocumented students cannot 
qualify for federal or state-based financial aid, including federal 
or state grants, work study jobs, or loan programs. If you are 
not eligible for a social security number, then you cannot submit 
a financial aid form (FAFSA) to the government. 

But there are other ways to demonstrate your financial need on 
scholarship applications and to college officials:

If your parents file taxes, then submitting a photocopy of this 
tax form is generally a good way to substantiate your financial 
situation, when asked to do so on forms.  Try to use the most 
recent tax form they have.

If this is not available, then submitting a paper version of a 
FAFSA that is not submitted to the government is also a way to 
show your family’s financial need.

Write a short statement of your family’s income and your 
particular situation of financial need.  Be sure to include how 
much your family earns on a yearly basis, what savings or 
investments you might have (for example, do you live in a 
house with a mortgage, or rent an apartment), how many 
people your family supports, any remittances you send where 
you come from, and any other information you think they 
should understand to see that you have financial need even 
though you do not qualify for FAFSA assistance. 

Looking for 
scholarships?

 
Visit our website for 
a list of scholarships 
available specifically 
for undocumented 

students.

www.navigatemn.org

Access to the facts
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General Advice for Undocumented Students

Do I tell colleges and scholarship administrators that I 
am undocumented?

This is different in almost every situation and it is 
important to make smart choices about this piece of 
personal information. How you present yourself to colleges, 
scholarship programs, and the people that assist you with 
your college application process is a choice you need to 
make for yourselves.

We have found success with approaching things this way:

If the college or scholarship program you are applying to 
uses a personal approach (for example, writing personal 
essays and one-on-one interviews), we have found success 
and higher comfort levels in being more upfront about our 
status.  In writing the essays about personal reflection, this 
fact becomes a part of our family lives, our challenges, our 
culture and how we have become the first in our families to 
seek higher education.

If a college or scholarship program does not require an 
essay or interview (for example, many two-year colleges 
and public universities), we have only disclosed information 
to the extent that we have not purposely misrepresented 
ourselves.
We strongly suggest that you do not misrepresent yourself. 
You can still attend college with what you have.

Access to the facts

The Family Educational 
and Privacy Act (FERPA) is 
federal law that protects 
the privacy of student 
records at educational 
institutions, including 

elementary and secondary 
schools, colleges, and 

universities.

- Educators for Fair 
Consideration

“

”
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What do I use for identification?

Often undocumented students feel stuck because they do 
not have identification for filling out forms, etc.  Here are 
some alternate things that you may be able to use instead 
of a driver’s license or social security card for different 
purposes:

If you or your parents use a Individual Taxpayer 
Identification Number (ITIN) to file taxes, then this is a 
unique number.  This number does not mean you are a 
legal resident, it is just a number that the IRS gives to 
people who cannot get social security numbers, so that 
they can pay taxes.  Your ITIN can be used as an identifier 
for you, just remember this is not the same as a social 
security number.  

•  You have a high school ID card.

• When you take the ACT, SAT, or TOEFL exams, 
and do not have a social security number, then an 
identification number is given to you by the people that 
administer these exams.  

• Some undocumented students have matricula consular 
or passports from their country of citizenship.

Access to the facts

Doing the college 
applications 

was very easy. I 
thought it was 

going to be harder, 
but it wasn’t.

“

”
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Access to the facts

If you are interested in leaving the U.S. 
for a period of time:

1. Attending college outside the U.S.

We do not encourage this. While this could certainly 
be an option for some, we believe that because we 
have made this our country, it would be not only hard 
to start all over again and leave our loved ones behind 
once more, leaving the U.S. will disqualify you for 
immigration reform or the DREAM Act if passed soon.

2. Changing your status from “undocumented” to 
a student visa.

There are sometimes situations where, if you are 
considering returning to your country of citizenship for 
a period of time, that becoming a “F-1" international 
student at a college or university is an option.  This 
would change your immigration status to having 
a student visa while you are a full-time student in 
the U.S. and student visas can be extended, and be 
changed into work permits with some employers (H1B 
visas).  There is no guarantee, however, that you will be 
successful in obtaining a student visa from your country 
of citizenship. You would want to consult a lawyer to 
explore this further before proceeding.
We do not encourage this. While this could certainly 
be an option for some, we believe that because we 
have made this our country, it would be not only hard 
to start all over again and leave our loved ones behind 
once more, leaving the U.S. will disqualify you for 
immigration reform or the DREAM Act if passed.
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Private Colleges & Universities

1. Apply through regular admissions

When applying to a private college through regular admissions, you are 
competing with every other student that is applying in the U.S. to that 
school.  It is important to make your application as good as possible and 
be seen as a standout student just like everyone else is trying to do.  
Grades, ACT/SAT test scores, activities, leadership are important as usual. 
As you fill out this application also remember the following:

Undocumented students often have significant family responsibilities 
(watching younger siblings, assisting non-English speaking family members 
with doctor appointments, mail, day-to-day activities, sometimes other 
work) which take up significant time. They also show commitment, 

integrity, and leadership – be sure to include this if it is a part of your life.

See above FAFSA information (see pg. 7). Be certain that your prospective 
college is fully aware of your financial situation in order to make you eligible 
for as much scholarship money as possible.

2. Applying as an international student

Some private colleges and universities classify undocumented students as 
international students and consider your financial situation in determining 
whether or not they will admit you.  In this process, you compete with 
students from every country in the world for a handful of enrollment slots.  
This means that things like renewable scholarships and your financial plan 
for four years becomes another part of whether or not you are admitted.  
Yet if you are a standout student, these private colleges have scholarship 
money to assist and offer when being admitted.

Access to the facts
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Access to the facts

I’m not sure I can overcome all these challenges“ ”
Keep reading this guide!  We have some good advice on how to apply 
to college and find the money to pay for it.  Also, check out our videos 
to hear our stories and see our photos featuring students like you that 

are in college. 

Contact your (TriO, CCC, MIFN, MCAN, Admission Possible coach) 
coach or contact us (team@navigatemn.org or www.navigatemn.org) 
to read some inspiring stories of local student stories about their col-

lege journey.
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Verify you are doing what you can

While you are in high school, here are some ways to reduce the future 
cost of college:

Take Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses. Many 
colleges award credit and placement for good scores on AP and IB exams, which you 
take at the end of the course. 

Consider participating in Post Secondary Enrollment Options (PSEO). This program 
allows high school students in Minnesota to attend courses at colleges/universities 
for free. These courses will earn you high school credits.  Once you are enrolled in 
college, you may be able to receive college credit for these courses as well. 

If your school offers them, take College in the Schools (CIS) classes. CIS allows you 
to take University of Minnesota classes at your high school. Like PSEO, when you go 
on to college, your college may give you credit for these CIS classes. This is different, 
however, from PSEO. With PSEO, you take classes at colleges themselves, and other 
schools besides the U of M participate.

Apply to as many scholarships as possible while you are in high school. Make sure 
your applications are of high-quality, complete, and on time.  Don’t wait until you are 
accepted to college to start looking for scholarships. Many have deadlines in mid-
senior year.

The more scholarships you can get, the less money you have to pay out of pocket 
in the long run.  Make a list of all possible scholarships you qualify for and apply to 
as many as you can.  Prioritize your list by the amount of money, the scholarship 
deadline, and your chances of getting. Even if the scholarship is not for very much 
money apply for it anyway.  Eventually a lot of small scholarships add up to a lot 
of money that you don’t need to pay back. Our website www.navigatemn.org has 
information on scholarships for students like you. 

Build relationships with teachers, coaches or people where you volunteer and who 
know you well. Many scholarships and colleges require that you have letters of 
recommendation, and the best recommendations come from the people that know 
you best. 
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Do I need to take the ACT or SAT? 
Is the registration process different for me?

2-Year Colleges
The Minnesota State College and University (MnSCU) system of community and technical 
colleges have an open admission policy- that means you can go there with just a high school 
diploma. And in some cases, that diploma requirement can be waived. Neither the SAT nor 
the ACT is required; you will take placement tests to determine the classes you will take. 

4-Year Colleges
Most 4 year colleges require you to submit SAT or ACT scores. Check with the school you are 
considering.

Registering for the ACT or SAT
A social security number is not required to register for the ACT or the SAT; do not put down 
a fake social security number on your application. You should be able to register online or 
via mail-in form for both tests without a SSN as long as you fill out all the other fields. Go to 
your guidance counselor and ask for an application, or register online. Also, your high school 
might cover the cost for your registration the first time. Check with your counselor. 

When should I sign up for the SAT or ACT? Am I ready to take this 
test?
One you know whether or not you are going to need to take either test, signing up is next. There 
are a few things you should consider.  First find out when the next available test date is.  Ask your 
counselor or find out online at www.act.org for the ACT and www.collegeboard.com for the SAT.  

If you think that you are ready to take either test then sign up for it and take it. However if 
you don’t think that you are ready to take the test, then wait for a later test date to take it.  
And don’t just wait; study!There are programs like Admission Possible or TORCH to help you.

Verify you are doing what you can
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Verify you are doing what you can

Studying for the ACT/SAT

Another way to get the most out of studying without much expense is 
to get a copy of either an SAT or ACT book; you can get these books at 
bookstores, online, or by borrowing from the College and Career Center 
at your school or local library. Read through it and take all the practice 
tests in it, timing it.  If you don’t trust yourself or need someone to 
help you focus, have someone you trust assist you with this.  It can be 
fun, or at least not painful, if you treat it like a competition.  College 
readiness programs like Admission Possible, TORCH, or Upward Bound 
offer college readiness programs to help you stick with the process.

Do I need to take an English Proficiency test like the TOEFL? Is 
the registration process different for me?

The policy is different at each school, so be sure to check whether or 
not you need to take an English proficiency test at each school to which 
you plan to apply. 

Most colleges will require international students to take an English 
Proficiency test, in the case that you are applying as an international 
student. If you apply as a regular applicant, you may also have to take 
one of these exams if English is not your first language, if you score 
poorly on the ACT English or SAT Critical Reading sections.  The main 
English proficiency tests are the Test of English as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL), International English Language Testing System (IELTS), or the 
Michigan English Language Assessment Battery (MELAB). 
To take the TOEFL in the United States you will need your passport on 
test day.  If your passport is not written in English language letters or 
does not contain your signature, you need to submit another form of 
photo ID that is written in English. Requirements may be different for 
the IELTS or MELAB.
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I am done with high school and would like to 
go to college. What should I do?

If you have already graduated from high school, here are 
some things to consider:  

• First you must decide whether you want to start at a two 
year or four year school.  This decision will depend on your 
financial situation and how well you did academically in 
high school.  

• Once you have picked out a school, call them and explain 
your particular situation.  We have a list of schools in the 
appendix that accept all students—you can start there. 

• Many scholarships require that you be in high school but 
there a still some you can apply for if you are already finished 
with high school.  Check our website for a scholarships list. 
Check with your school for any scholarships they might be 
able to offer you.

• Be sure to go to your high school and get multiple copies of 
your official high school transcript since many colleges and 
scholarships will require that you have one. High schools 
may charge more for transcripts or stop holding on to them 
after a few years.

Verfiy you are doing what you can

I decided that what I 
really wanted to study 

was carpentry, and 
Riverland Community 

College offers me 
that, and it’s a lot 

cheaper for me than 
other schools. Some 
people tell me that it 

is impossible to go to 
college, to just start 
working, but I don’t 
listen to them and 

that is why I am going 
to college.

“

”
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What if I never graduated from high school, but would 
like to attend college?

Whether this happened because you left school before 
finishing or because you turned 21 before finishing, there 
are still possibilities for you to attend college. First, you 
must receive the equivalent of a high school diploma, a GED 
(General Equivalency Diploma) or attend a community college 
or technical school that provides continuing education. Keep in 
mind that attending a college will cost you money and those 
classes you take will not count towards any major. There are 
also programs where free English classes are offered such as 
the Minnesota Literacy Council. Be aware that the quality of 
education you will receive there is lower than at a high school 
or a college and it might take longer to become college-ready. 
While this might seem discouraging, it is still possible. Contact 
us if you have any questions.

Which colleges should I consider?

Look into any college that you feel will be a good fit for you. 
To find out about different colleges, you can talk to high school 
counselors, visit your high school’s college resource center, 
meet with admissions representatives who visit your high 
school, visit the colleges themselves, or visit colleges’ websites.

NOTE

Many websites, such as 
www.collegeboard.com 

and www.princetonreview.
com make it easy to 
compare colleges.

I nvestigating colleges and money
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Cost is a factor when choosing a college

When looking for a college, cost is often the largest barrier 
for undocumented students.  If you want to attend a public 
university, first you want to know how they are going to assist 
you financially.  There might be a case when a public school 
does not have funds to give you because it is not permitted, 
but sometimes schools have non-governmental funds to give 
you.  This is more common in the case of private schools. Still 
check with public schools.

Your education is going to last 
as long as you live

Don’t get discouraged

If at a particular school you do not receive any type of 
tuition assistance, do not forget that there are other options.  
However, if you think that you can afford that public school 
anyway, go for it!  It is in your best of your interest to get an 
education even if at a cost.

“
“

”
”

I nvestigating colleges and money

I felt like if I didn’t go to 
college now, it would 
get away from me.  I 

thought it would be a lot 
harder to go back after 
years, or hold off until 
laws pass.  For me, it 

was easiest to continue 
on with my friends, right 

after high school.
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What if you want to go to private school? What 
if the schools gives you half of its tuition, do you 
think you will be able to cover the rest? 

If yes, hopefully that is an institution you want to attend. 
But if you think it would be hard to stay at that school 
through graduation due to the cost, you should consider 
starting a cheaper school such a community or technical 
college. 

Or, what if you just want to get a 2-year degree? 

Two-year schools are usually cheaper than public 
universities and private colleges.  If in a given case 
you really want to attend a four-year school and you 
are struggling to come up with the money, you might 
want to start at a community college where you can get 
your general classes done at a lower cost.  You have to 
understand that college is expensive. Yet, realize that it is 
worth all the money you spend in your education. 

If you are considering a new school where they have never 
had an undocumented student, make sure you ask schools 
about what their rules are, if any, that might help you 
register at those institutions.  If they have not had such 
an inquiry of an undocumented student wanting to attend 
their institution, then it might be your time to become 
a pioneer and be the first one to attend that school. We 
have a wide network that might help you gain access to 
a given institution. Try to include various schools in your 
college search.

NOTE

The good news is that many 
2-year colleges in Minnesota 
allow you to take some of 
the classes you would take 
during your first two years at 
a 4-year college at the lowest 

cost. 

Just make sure the classes 
you take are included in the 
MnSCU “Minnesota Transfer 
Curriculum” available at their 
website or check if a school 
has any agreements with other 
4-year schools (Augsburg 
College has an agreement 

with MCTC). 

Then, if you do well, you can 
transfer those credits (though 
not your GPA) into a 4-year 
college and continue toward 
your 4-year degree. Know 
that 2-year schools have 
low graduation rates for their 

students. 

I nvestigating colleges and money
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Undocumented students dicuss colleges and degrees

• You need to explore and discover what your interests are, and this is really 
hard, soul-searching kinds of work.

• When you actually look into schools, look for those that offer degrees in 
your field, or at least in a field you are thinking about at this point. 

• As colleges get closer to their deadlines, it’s sometimes possible that a 
school or program could find some money for you, if you are still wavering.

• Be patient. Selecting a school takes time, but you need to make great 
efforts into how you present yourself to a college. If you have to write an 
essay, that is the only time when you actually can tell them what you are 
about. 

• Try to do your best because the better you do, the more a school would 
want you there. 

• Try to consider all kinds of schools because sometimes a school can surprise 
you with the assistance they might offer.

• There will be times when it gets really hard because a school denies you, 
or did not respond.  It’s happened to all of us!  Be positive and keep trying 
because perseverance will take you far. It is recommended that you choose 
your education over a school’s prestigious name. 

• Choosing where you will get your education consists of the cost, your 
academic interests, and your flexibility to cover the expenses. Remember 
that expenses do not stop with tuition. You will need books, transportation, 
parking, student fees, personal expenses, etc.

I nvestigating colleges and money
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How can I get assistance in paying for college?

Colleges themselves may assist you in a few ways. If the money is private, not 
coming from the government, then the school can award you that money. The 
money they give you could be given based on things like high school grades, SAT or 
ACT scores, talent, or financial need. You might be able to participate in programs 
that can award you some sort of stipend to cover certain school costs.  

You are also eligible for many private scholarships. Please see the list of scholarships 
that do not require a social security number, US citizenship, or legal residency in our 
website (www.navigatemn.org). You can try contacting scholarship programs not 
on this list to see if they will waive the social security requirement. Possibly they do 
not mean to exclude undocumented students and might be open to listen to your 
situation. 

You cannot submit the FAFSA to the government since it requires a valid social 
security number. However, many scholarship applications require you to submit the 
FAFSA to demonstrate your need. Try asking if you can submit the paper FAFSA 
and leave the social security number question blank. (Make sure this form does not 
reach any governmental office).

Another option to consider is the Minnesota Student Education Loan Program (MN 
SELF), which you must pay back. As an undocumented student, you can participate 
if a credit-worthy citizen or “green-card” holder will cosign for you. The MN SELF 
program is separate from the federal student loan programs. Applications are 
available through colleges’ financial aid offices.Unfortunately, based on laws today, 
you are not eligible for federal or state assistance. This includes grants, loans, and 
work-study. You also cannot save money through the Minnesota College Savings 
Plan, a 529 account. 

Remember also that your parents and yourself, if you file federal and state taxes, 
can get credits or deductions of certain educational expenses that can lower/reduce 
the burden of paying for your education. Make sure you consult a tax expert and 
learn the alternatives to file taxes.
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Are public colleges always cheaper?
Nope.  But, the answer to this question depends on many things. Rather than assume 
that a public college is always your best financial option, take some time to consider these 
questions: if the school is public, will you pay the same flat rate as all students, or will you 
be charged nonresident tuition? If the school is public, does it have non-government funds 
available to give as scholarships or stipends? If the school is private, is it willing to use its 
funds to assist you? Also, in terms of costs, if paying full tuition, community and technical 
colleges provide the same classes as four-year schools for a lower rate. You want to really 
look at all the options you have. At the end of the day, it is your decision that matters.

How about out-of-state schools?
At a public out-of-state college, you will pay the same tuition rate as any other out-of-state 
resident.  They all have different policies, so make sure you check with that school.  Private 
colleges are the same rate for every student, regardless if you are a resident in that state.
We have found that while private colleges out-of-state have scholarship money to give, 
sometimes going out of state makes us in-eligible for some very good local scholarships.

Minnesota Colleges & University Costs

• On the next page we have included a list with the major college options within the state 
of Minnesota

• All statistics come from the Minnesota Office of Higher Education and the College Board’s 
online College Search unless otherwise noted.

• The percentages tell the percentage of first-year students who were in the top quarter of 
their high school graduating class (Stats from 2009).

• The ACT scores are for the middle 50% of first-year students (ACT stats from 2007).

• Remember!!: 25% of students at these schools had ACT scores lower than the range. 
Don’t be afraid to apply to a school that is very selective. You may still be admitted based 
on other aspects about you and your accomplishments!

• Public colleges with only one price listed do not charge nonresidents a higher rate. All 
private colleges, everywhere, have a single tuition rate.
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MN College 
Category Tuition - Nonresident How selective are these schools?How selective are these schools?

University of 
Minnesota

Minnesota State 
College and 

University System 
(MnSCU)

4-Year Schools

MnSCU 

Examples of 

2-Year Schools

Twin Cities: $16,588

Duluth: $13,756

Crookston: $10,623

Morris: $11,532

Twin Cities
83% in top 1/4
ACT: 23-28

Crookston
33% in top 1/4
ACT: 18-24

Duluth
41% in top 1/4
ACT: 20-25

Morris
60% in top 1/4
ACT: 21-27

Bemidji: $7,497

Mankato: $15,960

Metropolitan: $5,923

Moorhead: $6,924

Southwest: $7,234

St. Cloud: $6,661

Winona: $8,081

Bemidji
27%  in top 1/4
ACT: 20-24

Mankato
27% in top 1/4
ACT: 20-24

Metropolitan
24% in top 1/4
ACT: 16-24

Moorhead
31% in top 1/4
ACT: 19-24

Southwest
30% in top 1/4
ACT: 18-24

St. Cloud
23% in top 1/4
ACT: 19-23

Winona
34% in top 1/4
ACT: 21-24

Northland Community and Technical 
College (Thief River Falls): $5,060

Ridgewater College (Willmar): $4,950

Normandale Community College 
(Bloomington): $5,125

For a complete list visit:
www.mnscu.edu

Standardized tests and class ranks are not 
considered for admissions.
Standardized tests and class ranks are not 
considered for admissions.

MN College 
Category Tuition - Nonresident How selective are these schools?How selective are these schools?

Minnesota Private 
College Council

Average: $30,411

These colleges have wide range of 
tuition and fees. 

However, these schools often have
their own private scholarships
to grant in addition to outside
scholarships that you may be able
to learn.

Augsburg
32% in top 1/4
ACT: 19-25

Bethany Lutheran
32% in top 1/4
ACT: 20-25

Bethel
59% in top 1/4
ACT: 21-27

Carleton
96% in top 1/4
ACT: 28-32

St. Ben’s
76% in top 1/4
ACT: 23-27

St. Kate’s
60% in top 1/4
ACT: 22-26

St. Scholastica
51% in top 1/4
ACT: 20-26

Concordia
(Moorhead)
52% in top 1/4

Concordia
(Twin Cities)
24% in top 1/4
ACT: 18-24

Gustavus
69% in top 1/4
ACT: 23-28

Hamline
43% in top 1/4
ACT: 23-28

Macalester
96% in top 1/4
ACT: 28-32

MCAD
ACT: 20-28

St. John’s
64% in top 1/4
ACT: 23-27

St. Mary’s
44% in top 1/4
ACT: 19-25

St. Olaf
85% in top 1/4
ACT: 25-30

St. Thomas
50% in top 1/4
ACT: 22-27
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Category Tuition - Nonresident How selective are these schools?How selective are these schools?
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Now that you have chosen which colleges you 
would like to apply to, it’s time to start filling out the 
applications!

When are the deadlines? What kinds of deadlines are 
there?

Different colleges have different deadlines for submitting your 
application. Be sure to check at each college! This can be done 
through asking your high school counselor, College and Career 
Center, college fairs, and/or visiting schools’ campuses and 
websites.

When a college has rolling admissions, get your application 
in as soon as possible. Often, the earlier you submit it, the 
better chance you have of being admitted. Many colleges with 
rolling admissions have a priority deadline for submitting your 
application and being considered for scholarships that the school 
offers. If you apply after the priority deadline, you will only be 
admitted on a space-available basis. Your chances of being 
accepted to the school and earning the school’s scholarships 
will decrease. 

If a school has a regular application deadline, you must submit 
your application before that date, or your application will not 
be considered. Some schools have an early decision or early 
action deadline. Under early decision, you may only apply 
to one school and if you are accepted, you must attend that 
school; it is binding. Early action means that you hear the 
admissions decision much earlier than the students who apply 
under the regular deadline. Make sure you do not apply for the 
early decision at any school if you are not sure where you want 
to go yet or if you will not be able to afford it.

Getting in
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Deadlines for applying to Minnesota colleges for Fall 2011 — these are 
relatively the same every year:

University of Minnesota Schools
All campuses have rolling admissions. 

Twin Cities
The priority deadline for admissions, scholarships, and honors program is December 15 
(here you’ll be charged the out-of-state tuition). 

Morris
The priority deadline for admissions and for their selective scholarships is December 15. 
At the Duluth campus the priority deadline for admissions is December 15, but can still 
apply and be accepted on a space-available basis (you’ll be charged the out-of-state 
tuition).

Crookston
Apply before February 1 for the best chance of earning a merit scholarship. 

Rochester
Students apply to the Rochester campus through the Twin Cities or Duluth campus.

Minnesota State College and University (MnSCU) schools:
These colleges have rolling admissions. They generally do not have priority deadlines, but 
you should apply early if you can. Don’t wait until right before the semester is starting. 
Contact the school or look at its website to check for scholarship or deposit for enrollment 
deadlines. A list of most of these schools is in Section 4: Picking a college that’s right for 
you and paying for it.

Schools in the Minnesota Private College Council, and other private schools:
Schools in the Minnesota Private College Council, and other private schools: These colleges 
have a wide range of deadlines. Check with each school that you plan to apply to. A list 
of most of these schools is in section 4.
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How do I get an application?

There are several ways to get an application. One option is to go to the school’s website 
and apply online. If you do not have easy access to a computer, you may want to find 
a paper application, since you may not be able to complete applications in one sitting. 
Your high school’s counseling office or College Resource Center (CRC) will probably have 
paper applications for local colleges or might be able to get them for you. They may also 
have computers that you can use to summit online applications or search for colleges you 
are interested in. If you contact schools, either through online or phone, you can always 
request the admissions office to mail you a paper application or other information you 
might need.

Is there something different about the way I will about applying to colleges?

You should call or meet with someone from the admissions office at the college. Ask if 
there is an admissions counselor or other school employee responsible for recruiting 
minority students. Before you send in your application, contact that person so that you 
figure out how they would work with you. They might assist you in getting to that school. 
This might require you to explain your immigration status to them. Do NOT misrepresent 
yourself or provide false information! If there are questions on the application about 
Social Security numbers, citizenship, residency, and immigration status, ask an 
admissions representative about what you should do. You will probably be told to leave 
these questions blank or check “other” if that is an option. We recommend that you write 
down the name of the person you talked to and what he/she told you. They need to tell 
you if you will be considered a “regular student” or an “international student.” Also, you 
can contact us to see if we have information of safe people to talk to at certain schools: 
team@navigatemn.org or www.navigatemn.org

What if they tell me to fill out the international application?

Often, the international application will require you to have a student visa, but ask them 
what to do in that case. You might also have to prove to the college that you will be able 
to afford the tuition before they will accept you as an international student. To do so you 
may need a US citizen to vouch for you in commitment of funding. Ask if you can fill out 
the regular application instead.
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Is the information I give to colleges, including my immigration status, 
private?

Yes. The privacy of any information that you give to a college is protected by the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE) has 
publicly stated that colleges can accept undocumented students at their discretion and 
schools do not have to report that information to ICE. 

What do I send the college besides the application?

2-year schools in the Minnesota State College and University (MnSCU) system do not 
require the ACT or SAT. Most 4 year schools do require your ACT/AST scores. Some 
colleges will let you send in the highest score of the exam you did better in if you did both 
the ACT and the AST or if you took one more than once. You must ask the companies that 
give the ACT and SAT to send these scores to your college(s). Though, before taking the 
exam, make sure you know which schools you’re interested in and when taking the test, 
you can select up to five school the exam company must send your scores to at no extra 
charge. After that, there is a fee per each request of scores sent to a school.

If you did well on any Advanced Placement exams or International Baccalaureate exams, 
send these scores as well. They may improve your chances of being admitted. Remember, 
many colleges will give you college credit for free if your scores are high. These scores 
may also help with class placement.

What about the FAFSA?

Like we mentioned earlier, you cannot send in the FAFSA to the government. You may be 
able to send in the FAFSA to the colleges you are applying to. This would show them your 
financial need if the college gives out any scholarships. You must use the paper version, 
and make sure the financial aid office knows that it is for their use only! Write on it “for 
school use only – Do not send to government office.” Make sure that you have someone 
as an ally at the school so your case is known and handled by one person only, which will 
avoid you having different responses every time you speak with someone different. This 
can become frustrating and discouraging.
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Once I am admitted...

Congratulations!
Don’t forget to send in your enrollment deposit (you can also request a fee waiver from 
your high school if needed). This tells the college that you plan to go there, and reserves 
your spot.

If you applied to live on campus, you may have to send in a housing deposit as well. This 
is to make sure you will actually live on campus by saving you a spot in their housing 
facilities.

If you sent in your application before your senior year was over, the transcript included 
in your application was not complete. You may need to send in a final transcript once 
you graduate. Ask your counselor for assistance with this. You can always go back to you 
school for more copies, which might include a fee per each official copy you request.

What about National College Athletic Assocation (NCAA)?

You are eligible for NCAA sports. As you may know, Division I and II schools are allowed 
to give scholarships for athletics. You may not be able to receive these scholarships, 
particularly in the case of public schools or when the money is pooled in a conference 
with a mix of public and private schools. Contact the coach at the college to find out 
about pre-season practices and get assistance with forms, including registering with the 
Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse, and have a physical on file, which you could get while in 
high school. It is important to have an alcohol and drug-free record.
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I live on my own...

If you live on your own, the process of enrolling to college and paying for it might be a 
little more difficult. The best place to find information about how the college process is 
going to be for you is your school counselor’s office, College and Career Centers at your 
school or community centers, and colleges themselves. NAVIGATE can also be a resource. 
Talk to your counselors and explain your situation, they might be able to find you the 
resources or contacts you need. You might want to look at colleges with tuition that you 
might afford on your own, until you find people or more scholarships that can help you 
pay for college expenses (i.e. tuition, books). There might be scholarships that might 
apply specifically to you. Search your College and Career Centers for lists of scholarships 
available and make sure you check the scholarship list in our website: www.navigatemn.
org. Try to find students who are in your same situation and ask how they got through 
the process. They are your best resource. You can also contact us to see if we know 
of someone who is/was in the same situation as you to explain the process: team@
navigatemn.org or www.navigatemn.org. 

My parents are not supportive or are wary of me attending college...

If your parents are not very supportive of you attending college, you should start 
explaining to them the reasons why you want to attend college. Let them know how 
important a college education is for you; how it can open doors for you and give you more 
opportunities for success in the future. A college graduate earns significantly more during 
her/his lifetime than do high school graduates. Your parents are more likely not to know 
that college is an option for you even if you are undocumented. Try to get involved in as 
many school activities and clubs as you can at school (without jeopardizing academics) 
or community. Extracurricular activities are great ways to network and may also get you 
in contact with people and organizations that might be able to help you access college. 
You might also want to try talking with your counselors and/or teachers on how best 
to approach your parents in discussing the subject. They might be a great resource for 
your parents. If there are questions that your parents might ask and you don’t know the 
answer to, school faculty might be a great resource to find answers. It is also a good idea 
to find people who are in college to explain the process and its benefits to your parents. 
It is a great way for your parents to get an one-on-one interview with a person who is 
already going through the experience that awaits you. We can also be a resource for you: 
team@navigatemn.org or www.navigatemn.org. 
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What is it like to be at a mainly white college?

Most colleges in Minnesota are predominantly white: students, staff, and faculty. Some 
students prefer this environment while others would like more racial diversity. It is certain 
that you will find that the experience of your community in books and in the classroom 
overall are missing. You can choose to challenge this or not. Nonetheless. Keep in mind 
that you are in college because you deserve to be there. Remember that you need to 
graduate, that you are there to better your future and the future of your community. But 
don’t forget to have fun. There are student clubs to join or create. If a school does not 
have an organization catering to your needs (i.e. a club for Asian students), ask how you 
can start one. Most schools today have people who work with ethnic minority students 
too. Make sure to look into that at your school. Even in all-white schools, you will find 
friendly people. Though be cautious when sharing your personal story, especially when 
it comes to immigration. Not everyone is pro-immigrant. If you choose to come out, be 
proud and loud! 

I don’t speak English well...

Not speaking English very well is not an obstacle to attend college. If you have not received 
your high school diploma or GED, take advantage of the classes you are offered because 
they free. Sometimes churches and community centers have programs for individuals 
desiring to learn English. 

Also, many colleges will require you to take an English proficiency test to adequately 
place you in classes (sometimes students can take an Accuplacer test for ELL students). 
Regardless of that, it is recommended that you take college level ESL classes. You should 
always let the colleges know English isn’t your first language in order for them to better 
assist you. Most of the time, the language professors at the college are happy to help you 
understand the material you are given. Once enrolled in college, you might need to take 
extra language classes in order to fulfill the language requirement. Though, you might 
fulfill those requirements because you already know another language and just need to 
take an assessment test. Do not hesitate to ask someone whom you are familiar with 
(whether teacher, counselor, or classmate) to help you in the process and to explain what 
you don’t understand. 
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After graduating from college...

Can I attend graduate or professional school?

In general, there are no current restrictions on attending graduate or professional school. 
Some professional schools require employment as part of the curriculum, which may 
pose a problem for undocumented students. Earning a professional license or certificate 
is often the goal of completing a professional program. Before entering a professional 
program, non-citizens should check to see if they will be eligible to take the licensing or 
certification exam. You also have the option to attend graduate school in other countries. 
This can be looked at in your last year of college. Though, if you decide to do this, you 
might not be able to get back to the United States legally unless you get legal assistance 
to comeback and receive permission to legally work here.

Will I be able to get a job once I have a college degree?

Unfortunately, earning a degree, a certificate, or license does not mean that you can 
work legally in the United States. Options that are available to you include internships, 
fellowships, or doing research, if you are paid with a scholarship or stipend form. An 
internship is supervised, practical training in your field of interest. A fellowship means 
that a university or other agency will grant you money to do research or advanced study. 
You also may be able to obtain a business license and start your own business.

Can I apply for legal status?

The answer to this question depends on your situation. The recommendation is to consult 
an immigration lawyer. Information about the Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota and 
Centro Legal is found at the end of this guide. Private immigration lawyers are also an 
option, but more likely to be more costly. Those places can be a start for answering this 
question.

Then what?
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Federal Legislation Affecting Undocumented Students

The Federal DREAM Act

The Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors or D.R.E.A.M. Act has been proposed 
in federal government since 2001. Recently, it failed in the U.S. Senate in December of 2010.

Although the federal DREAM Act has been modified many times, the goal of this proposal 
is to increase higher education opportunities for undocumented students. Versions of the 
law have proposed allowing a path to legal residency based on students’ enrollment in 
college, graduation from college, military duty and making financial aid programs (such as 
state grants, loans, and work study) available to undocumented students. There has been 
widespread bipartisan support of the DREAM Act in the past. Currently, serveral versions of 
the DREAM Act are being proposed for the 2011 - 2012 congress.

How can I lobby for change?

There are ways you can get involved as an activist while still in high school to try and 
influence the politics of matters that interest you, like the Dream Act. Remember to include 
all activities you are part of in your resume. One local organization that works to lobby for 
your rights with local and state policy-makers is the Minnesota Immigrant Freedom Network.

Become part of NAVIGATE MN by:

- Telling other people about NAVIGATE.
- Doing College Access Presentations, sharing your personal story and inspiring others to 
aspire a college education.
- Joining our Networking Groups to meet other students and community leaders.
- Interning with us.
- Partnering with us to create something for your community to help more students go to 
college.

Contact us at team@navigatemn.org or visit www.navigatemn.org
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Extra information

A Guide for Allies of Undocumented Students

Individuals that chose to be advisors have to educate themselves to the rights, needs, 
obstacles and opportunities faced by undocumented students as well as the benefits 
and risks of becoming an ally. The following are examples of the work that lays ahead 

for allies.

An ally believes that undocumented students have a right to be enrolled in the university.

An ally becomes informed about the rights afforded by law to [undocumented] students.

An ally finds legal alternative ways that assist students to meet academic requisites when 
the students are excluded by law from regular participation in employment, federal and 
state aid, federal programs, paid internships, travel, or the use of identification forms 

that they do not have.

An ally believes that children and youth ought not to be targets of anti-immigrant 
discrimination, and that children should be left out of the immigration “wars”.

An ally knows that because of negative attitudes toward illegal immigration and the lack 
of legal rights accorded to children and youth who are undocumented, that a person 
who has legal status has more power in initiating institutional support and can advocate 

against prejudice and discrimination.

An ally listens openly, yet does not interrogate the student about his immigration status. 
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An ally handles student’s emotions with reserve, empathy, and support, and refers to 
appropriate professional campus staff as needed.

An ally follows up on referrals to assess the effectiveness of the referral.

An ally is clear about his or her own personal motivation in becoming an ally.
An ally is committed to maintaining confidentiality and respecting the privacy of people 

who are undocumented.

An ally understands that he may be subject to gossip; experience alienation from those 
who are not tolerant of the undocumented students, that the ally himself may be a 
target of discrimination, and that due to past negative experiences, the undocumented 

student may not trust the ally and may question the ally’s motivation.

This guide for allies was taken (and modified to be useful for MN allies) from the “AB 540 Ally 
Handbook and Facilitators Handbook from California State University.”
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Websites

NAVIGATE MN 
www.navigatemn.org

Minnesota Minority Education Partnership (MMEP)
www.mmep.org

The Minneapolis Foundation
http://www.minneapolisfoundation.org

El Fondo de Nuestra Comunidad
http://www.saintpaulfoundation.org

MN Immigrant Freedom Network (MIFN)
www.immigrantfreedomnetwork.wordpress.com

Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota (ILCM)
www.immigrantlawcentermn.org

Minnesota Office of Higher Education - Get Ready for College
www.getreadyforcollege.org

Latino College Dollars - Scholarships
http://www.latinocollegedollars.org/
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